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MICHIGAN CARES FOR TOURISM CLEAN-UP EVENT AT BELLE ISLE
Michigan’s tourism industry returns to Belle Isle for volunteer at clean-up event

WHO:	Michigan’s tourism industry has again joined forces to support one of Michigan’s historic sites through a volunteer clean-up event, Michigan Cares for Tourism. Many of the industry leaders are in Detroit for the 2017 Pure Michigan Governor’s Conference on Tourism and taking the morning to volunteer at one of the jewel attractions of the area.

	Chartered by Grand Valley State University’s Hospitality and Tourism Management Department, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Travel Michigan, Tourism Cares, DRIVEN, and Indian Trails, Michigan Cares for Tourism coordinates vital clean up events at treasured Michigan tourism locations each year in need of revitalization. Michigan Cares for Tourism is a 100 percent volunteer, 100 percent give back organization with all proceeds solely designed to contribute to the clean-up of Michigan’s historic attractions.

WHAT:	Michigan’s tourism industry professionals will help restore The Casino Building, Flynn Pavilion and the Boat Club. From deep cleaning to painting and renovation work, the group will assist in making upgrades for the visitors and residents alike to enjoy during future trips to Belle Isle for years to come.

WHERE:	Belle Isle – The Casino Building, Flynn Pavilion, Boat Club

WHEN:		Sunday, March 19
		9:00am – 12:00noon

BACKGROUND:	Over the past four years, and five volunteer clean-up locations, Michigan’s tourism industry has come out in strong support of the effort with more than 1,100 tourism professionals volunteering their time and talents to renew and refresh the Felt Estate near Saugatuck, Fayette Historic Townsite in the Upper Peninsula, Sturgeon Point Lighthouse near Alpena, Detroit’s Belle Isle Park, and the Waterloo Recreation Area’s Historic Mill Lake Outdoor Center in Chelsea. Contributing in excess of $400,000 in supplies and labor savings to these locations, Michigan Cares for tourism has raised monies from over 300 organizations in addition to a utility trailer full of tools and supplies, generously donated by The General Agency Insurance Company and McCann Erickson Detroit, that volunteers now use at each location making it easier to accomplish more at every site. For additional information on Michigan Cares for Tourism visit MichiganCaresforTourism.org.

CONTACT:	Patty Janes, 989-424-0123
		Kirsten Borgstrom, 517-331-3433
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Michigan Cares for Tourism is a volunteer partnership between Michigan tourism organizations. The goal is to breathe life into historic sites through volunteer clean-up efforts throughout Michigan, to help sustain Michigan’s tourism industry for the future.
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