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GRAND RAPIDS TOURISM COMMUNITY TO BRIGHTEN LOCAL LANDSCAPE
PLANTING FLOWERS AT CITY PARKS IN CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK


WHO/	The local Grand Rapids hospitality and tourism industry is uniting this week to give back and fill
WHAT:	flower beds in Grand Rapids Parks as part of the newly launched Adopt-a-Bed program. An initiative of the Michigan Cares for Tourism organization, Adopt-a-Bed is geared at the beautification of underplanted flower beds at downtown parks to enhance resident and visitor experiences. In celebration of National Tourism Week (May 6-12, 2018), the Grand Rapids hospitality and tourism community is rolling up their sleeves and getting the work done.

A range of tourism businesses both large and small have adopted beds. Amway Hospitality Corporation, DeVos Place and Grand Rapids Art Museum are a few of the large-sized tourism organizations supporting the effort; Divani, Eastern Floral, Comfort Inn, Hilton Garden Inn, Hampton Inn, Doubletree and Holiday Inn also are making an impact with smaller-sized staffs.

Employees from these organizations will be planting flowers this week throughout the city. Area youth employed as GReen Stewards will work alongside Grand Rapids park staff to help maintain the flower beds all summer. In October, the volunteers will prep the beds for the winter and plant bulbs for next spring.

The effort is coordinated by a team from the 100 percent volunteer, 100 percent give back nonprofit Michigan Cares for Tourism (MC4T). Patty Janes, a professor at Grand Valley State University’s Hospitality and Tourism Management (GVSU-HTM) program leads the charge with local partners at Experience Grand Rapids, the Kent County Hospitality Association, Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation Department, and GVSU. 

WHEN / 	Monday, May 7, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
WHERE:	Calder Plaza Park, Ottawa between Michigan and Lyon NW
Sixth Street Bridge Park, 647 Monroe Ave NW

Wednesday, May 9, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Ah-Nab-Awen Park, 220 Front Ave NW

Thursday, May 10, 8:30 am – 12:00 noon
Fish Ladder Park, 606 Front Ave NW

ABOUT MICHIGAN CARE FOR TOURISM:
Over the past five years, Michigan’s tourism industry has come out in strong support of the effort with more than 2,000 tourism professionals volunteering their time and talents to renew and refresh some of Michigan’s treasured attractions including the Ralph A. MacMullen Center and Civilian Conservation Corps Museum in Roscommon, Felt Estate near Saugatuck, Fayette Historic Townsite in the Upper Peninsula, Sturgeon Point Lighthouse near Alpena, Detroit’s Belle Isle Park, and the Waterloo Recreation Area’s Historic Mill Lake Outdoor Center in Chelsea. Contributing in excess of $500,000 in supplies and labor savings to these locations, Michigan Cares for tourism has raised monies from over 300 organizations. For additional information on Michigan Cares for Tourism visit MichiganCaresforTourism.org.

CONTACT:	Patty Janes, 989-424-0123
		Kirsten Borgstrom, 517-331-3433

-30-

Michigan Cares for Tourism is a volunteer partnership between Michigan tourism organizations. The goal is to breathe life into historic sites through volunteer clean-up efforts throughout Michigan, to help sustain Michigan’s tourism industry for the future.
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