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MICHIGAN TOURISM INDUSTRY TO KICK OFF 2020 PURE MICHIGAN GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON TOURISM WITH VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP EVENT
Michigan Cares for Tourism to give back in Grand Rapids

Grand Rapids, MI – With the Michigan tourism industry taking over Grand Rapids for the 2020 Pure Michigan Governor’s Conference on Tourism, the industry is also joining forces to support and revitalize a part of downtown Grand Rapids through a volunteer clean-up event, Michigan Cares for Tourism (MC4T). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Industry professionals, both current and future, will work together Tuesday morning, February 18, at Greenwood and Oakhill cemeteries. Nearly 70 volunteers will spend the morning painting, cleaning and helping to revitalize these two historic Grand Rapids cemeteries.

“These volunteers are from around the state, all excited to volunteer and give back locally during their visit for the annual conference,” commented Patty Janes, GVSU Professor and MC4T Volunteer Coordinator. “Over the past eight years, including this conference event, Michigan Cares for Tourism has empowered more than 3,000 volunteers and provided more than $750,000 in supplies and labor over the course of 11 projects.”

In addition, Michigan Cares for Tourism is asking conference attendees to help stock the shelves at Ronald McDonald House of Western Michigan by bringing household products and toiletry items to be donated to the guest house for families of hospital patients.

Chartered by Grand Valley State University’s Hospitality and Tourism Management Department, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Travel Michigan, Tourism Cares, DRIVEN, and Indian Trails, Michigan Cares for Tourism coordinates vital clean up events at treasured Michigan tourism locations each year in need of revitalization. Michigan Cares for Tourism is a 100 percent volunteer, 100 percent give back organization with all proceeds solely designed to contribute to the clean-up of Michigan’s historic attractions.

For additional information on Michigan Cares for Tourism visit www.MichiganCaresforTourism.org or email icare@michigancaresfortourism.org. 

Michigan Cares for Tourism, a 501C3 organization, is a volunteer partnership between Michigan tourism organizations. The goal is to breathe life into historic, cultural and natural attractions through volunteer clean-up efforts at Michigan attractions, to help sustain Michigan’s tourism industry for the future.
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