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MICHIGAN CARES FOR TOURISM CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO MICHIGAN TOURISM INDUSTRY WITH VOLUNTEER EVENT AT 
CAMBRIDGE JUNCTION HISTORIC STATE PARK

Brooklyn, MI – Michigan Cares for Tourism (MC4T) is celebrating its 10th anniversary with none other than a volunteer clean-up event! The statewide nonprofit organization known for hosting annual volunteer events to rejuvenate and refresh Michigan’s historic, cultural and natural attractions is headed to Cambridge Junction Historic State Park, September 11-12, for a day of learning about the destination followed by a day of giving back.

“We are super excited to bring 100+ tourism professionals to the Brooklyn area! We’ve been working with the state park, the chamber and many local businesses to create a day dedicated to exploring the area before we roll up our sleeves and tackle projects at Cambridge Junction Historic State Park,” commented Patty Janes, GVSU professor and MC4T volunteer coordinator. 

Located in Michigan’s Irish Hills, an area known for its rolling landscapes and 52 inland lakes, is Cambridge Junction Historic State Park. The park is home to a reconstructed 1840s barn, Walker Tavern, an open-air farmers market, vintage baseball games, concerts and more. In the 1840s, Sylvester Walker’s farmhouse tavern was a favorite rest stop for travelers heading west on the Old Chicago Road. Today, the tavern is part of this beautiful and historic 80-acre state park.

Tourism industry professionals, both current and future, will spend Monday, September 12 working together at Cambridge Junction Historic State Park. From painting to rebuilding picnic tables, trail work and stonework, pouring concrete for an ADA accessible picnic area, constructing a platform-type stage for events, and rebuilding the scoreboard for historic baseball games the volunteers will be busy.

Michigan Cares for Tourism is a 100% volunteer, 100% give back partnership where tourism professionals come together to help enhance Michigan’s historic, natural, and cultural attractions, build a stronger tourism community while learning about Michigan destinations. Since its inception, Michigan Cares has completed 41 volunteer clean-up events, empowering 3,900 volunteers and helping Michigan destinations save near $1,000,000 in supplies and labor.

“Without the contributions of our volunteers and donors, we simply could not have done the valuable work we do each year,” Janes added. “We thank each and every volunteer, donor, and industry member and look forward to the next ten years!”

Chartered by Grand Valley State University’s Hospitality and Tourism Management Program, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Travel Michigan, Tourism Cares, DRIVEN, and Indian Trails, Michigan Cares for Tourism coordinates annual vital clean-up events at treasured Michigan tourism locations in need of revitalization.

For additional information on Michigan Cares for Tourism visit MichiganCaresforTourism.org.

# # #

Michigan Cares for Tourism, a 501C3 organization, is a volunteer partnership between Michigan tourism organizations. The goal is to breathe life into historic sites through volunteer clean-up efforts throughout Michigan, to help sustain Michigan’s tourism industry for the future.
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